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that Hitler had missed the 'bus; and Reynaud's speech about the
route dejcr.
With those shrieking, naked facts how could I expect to be
believed if I went and told the French that England would save
France and this huge and precise German monster would be
defeated by England that hadn't a standing army and had gone to
Munich, too? And as a final argument England's sympathy for the
German bulwark against Communism and again, eternally again, why
did England encouiage Germany to remilitarize the Rhineland?
It wasn't an easy task, but having seen what 1 saw in the first
month of the occupation, and having found in every German, from
general to civilian, but a further propagandist of the Third Reich,
I acquired my notions of propaganda.
All my life I deeply deplored propaganda.  Somehow I considered
it beneath thought, for facts and the deduction from facts in one's
mind should be ample.   But the Germans had taught me it was one
of their chief weapons in the conquest of France and consequently
in the subjugation of the Continent.   (The Fifth Column was but
a ways and means of propaganda.    Propaganda brought the Fifth
Columnist who, with propaganda, made other Fifth Columnists.)
And that weapon would have to be used against them.    Having
swallowed the idea, it seemed to me that in propaganda you must
chiefly insinuate.   To tell the big facts, or relate great events,
haven't the desired effect, but with insinuation you could travel far.
Before the war you didn't hear of seventy-ton tanks, but you heard,
conning from German sources, that such and such a French tank
brigade on manoeuvres remained clogged in the mud.   What a pity!
Of course, it didn't mean much, nevertheless you remained with the
unpleasant thought that French tanks were either no good, or that
officers and men didn't know their job.   After a little while, you
said the French Army was no good.   I'd seen a lot of this, psycho-
logically, very understandable process.   Or a little story of a new
French plane being taken up for the first time.   The plane crashed
because the bolts weren't screwed \i\ properly.  It discouraged you:
French workmen couldn't be trusted.   Your next conclusion was
that, industrially speaking, the war was already lost.   Then the
Germans used with great success what t would call the 'contrary*
story.   Like the entrance of Russia into the war, or the Germans
poking out the eyes of little children and ten minutes later they
would be on the spot and giving milk to the children.   The latter
did a lot of mischief in France.   The moronish propaganda organs
of the government had taken up the German red herring of German
cruelty (which fundamentally was true but wasn't practised on